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In the age of AI,
data is no longer self-evident

Reality:

We face a crisis of disinformation and 
"black box" AI hallucinations.

If we cannot verify the lineage and intent 
behind our data, we are building the future 

of AI on a foundation of shifting sand.

Passive, static data repositories no 
longer provide sufficient accountability.

Who stands 
behind it? 

How did it 
come to be?

What does it 
consent to?
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From passive repository 
to active infrastructure

We are launching The Provenance 
Sandbox, powered by CKAN.

We are extending the world’s most trusted 
open-source data platform to manage 

complex ML/AI provenance.

The mission:

Implementing "Statements of Intent"
to ensure data accountability is written

into every record.

Verifiable Integrity

The Outcome

The Logic

Objective Observer Initiative

The Base

CKAN

declared intent, objectively observed
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Real-world R&D, 
not abstract theory

The goal:

This is not a closed-door prototype; it is an 
active, open-source experiment.

Transform abstract AI ethics into 
machine-readable, verifiable public assets

that any organization can inspect and adopt.

We are using extended CKAN capabilities to 
track the relationship between data, intent, 

and observation.
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Resource → Additional info → Checksum 

Dataset → Attribution
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Co-construction over 
consumption

We aren’t building this in a vacuum; we are 
building it with the global open-data 

community.

Join the ODSx, a collective of data architects, 
open-source builders, and CKAN stewards.

The workflow:

Weekly "Block Builds" - high-output sprints where 
we iterate on the Provenance Sandbox live.

Where we talk Where we build

What we build onWhere it lands

OOI Provenance Sandbox, the live portal. The open-source data platform itself.

Code, extensions, and pull requests.Community discussion, questions, and 
decisions.
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The stack behind the sandbox
One dataset in CKAN, described, traced, and verified.

OOI
Adds the stated intent and checks the outcome

forward, then check

PROV
Records where it came from and how it changed

backward

Croissant
Describes it so ML tools can find and load it

describes now

↓
CKAN portal

Dataset
the raw data

Next: the live portal at mldata.opendata.ai  (the Provenance Sandbox)

Croissant and PROV are adopted standards. 
The OOI is a framework; the combined stack is a 
proposed architecture.

Read from the  bottom

Before the Demo
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Demo

Datasets in CKAN, described by Croissant, 
sealed with an intent, and checked by the 
OOI witness. 

Open the portal and follow a real dataset 
end to end.

See it live in the 
Provenance Sandbox.

mldata.opendata.ai
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Open for experiments

Steven De Costa, 
Chairman, Link Digital

If you've got a take on what provenance means for your 
data, bring a record. We'll stand it up with you.

Action required
Join the ODSx and bring a record:

the Sandbox is open for experiments.
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